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INTRODUCTIOR

It is the writer's conviction that a comprehensive evangelical theology
of social justice relevant to the contemporary African situation needs to be
developed to deal with our problems. For instance, Africa continues to
experience political upheavals, exploitation of the poor by the rich and
powerful on the one hand, and exploitation as a continent by richer nations of
the world through unfair trade imbalances. This is due to the fact that the
continent lacks strong bargaining power and as a result, the prices of her
exports are determined on the international markets by the developed nations.
Consequently, this‘ bas continued to adversely affect our economies. It is
interesting that due to the fall in coffee prices this year on the
international market, Uganda is reported to have lost one hundred million
dollars in revenue. Yet the price of imports from the developed nations is
going up all the time. This demonstrates how the economies of Africa are

vulnerable.

At home, there is the existence of the apartheid system in South Africa
which is responsible for the enslavement of millions of Africans in their own
country. Unfortunately, some of the white christians continue to defend
apartheid despite its dehumanizing. effect. These are but a few of the
problems confronting the church in Africa. These problems cannot be ignored
and a biblical response is necessary. In order to withstand the opposing
forces, the church in Africa must manifest maturity in theology and
theologisation. What 1s needed is not just the re-affirming of .our traditional

theology, but a theological creativity relevant to the African challenge.
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However, our theology must be rooted in the scriptures, hence the need to

adopt proper exegetical methodologies.

Importance of the problem.

Vhile it is highly commendable that Canaan Banana should address those
issues raised by his context, he unfortunately refuses to abide by exegetical
principles and instead of studying the ancient text in its context and
applying the message to his situation he reads the scriptures from the
perspective of the oppressed people during the years of colonial rule in
Zimbabwe. He finds in the biblical account of Israel's Heilsgeschichte a
parallel to the plight of the poor in Zimbabwe. For instance, he quotes Exodus
5:1 to justify the use of violence in the liberation struggle saying, “"when
Pharaoh failed to respond positively to the language of persuasion and
arguments, God had no alternative but to use the language that Pharach himself
spoke, the language of force and violence'  This argument presents a
theological problem and the present writer deals with it in the thesis. In
addition, Jesus is portrayed as a political liberator while God's kingdom is
equated with socialism. Xany of Banana's other claims are also not supported
by the scriptures. He only quotes the scriptures to support his own political
views without any regard to the ancient text. This is not the way to
theologise. Referring to the task of the theologians, Cho rightly says:

They should go from the text to the context in order to avoid the

danger of placing the context above the text. Lest relevance be of

greater concern than the truth itself, theological contexualization
must operate within the limits of sound biblical exegesis. After
first seeking to understand the biblical text irn its own context,

the theologian should select those biblical themes which speak to

the issues and questions in his context. The theological task,

therefore, involves tension between obedience to the scriptures and
relevance to the context.=



This may require us to offer biblical answers to the questions raised by
our context. Unfortunately, western theology which is by and large
rationalistic, preoccupied with intellectual concerns especially those having to
do with relationship between faith and reason, has not prepared us for the
task. All too often, it has reduced the christian faith to abstract concepts
which may have answered the questions of the past but which fail to grapple
with the issues of Africa today. If evangelical theclogy is to fulfil its task
in Africa, it must be released from the captivity to individualism of western
theology in order +to allow the word of God to work with full power. It must
also avoid the errors of liberation theclogy as exemplified in Banana's
theology. There is a danger of reading our politico-economic vision in
theology and absolutising our favourable system, whether socialism or
capitalism. We must never force the biblical texts to endorse our prejudiced
views. Unfortunately, this is what the liberation theologians are doing! The
danger is that the popular respectability of these theological systems may
make people think that they are compatible with biblical truth. There is a
need therefore to challenge some of the issues raised by the exponents of the
theologies of liberation in general and Banana in particular, while at the same
time reinforcing those good things which we ought to learn from them. That is

the task of this thesis.

Burpose of the study.

The primary task of this study is to critically and objectively analyse
Banana's theology as expounded in his works. It is evident that he is
influenced by the theologies of liberation, and for this reason, the present
writer wants to alert the christian church in Africa to the dangers of
compromising the gospel for the sake of seeing a just socio-pelitico-economic

order instituted.
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Baving said that, there is also another danger of belonging ;o the church
of the silent majority which consciously or unconsciously accepts the social
economic and political status quo. In this regard, there is a lesson to learn
from Canaan Banana and other liberation theologians. The church should never
condone the institutionalised violence that deprives the majority of the
population of the basic essentials for human life such as housing, health,
education, employment, food etc. It should never be satisfied with a kind of

religiosity that is self-centred, subjective and pietistic.

The issue at stake is how can one be of this world and yet not of the
world! The present writer emphasises the need for relevance to our context
while at the same time being faithful to the text. It is absolutely vital to

maintain this tension.
Delineation of the study.

The subject of this thesis is self-explanatory as to its extent. Since it
is a critique of Banana's theology the writer has studied the available
published works by Banana with a view to determining his theological position.
The areas covered include his view of God, christology, salvation, sin, kingdom,

etc.

Since Banana seems to be influenced by the theologies of liberation, it
has become necessary for the present writer to familiarise himself with the
exponents of these theologies in order to make a better evaluation of his
theological position. Fortunately, there is a lot of literature availablé on
the subject today, originating mainly from Latin America, from the United

tates of America by black theologians and from South African theologians.



The first chapter deals with the contradictions of socio-politico-
economic problems prevailing im Zimbabwe before independence, and how they
shaped Banana's theological views. The external influence such as the
theologies of liberation are discussed here. In the following chapters,

Banana's theology is closely examined and evaluated on the basis of the

authoritative word of God. Similarly, the political and ethical issues that he

raises are also discussed in the light of the teaching of the scriptures,

The role of the church within a state features predominantly especially
in the fourth chapter. The present writer has suggested some guidelines on
how christians can participate in national politics without violating biblical
principles or compromising the gospel. The real issue here is to justify

political participation as a valid obligation for christians.

In chapter five, the writer assesses the fulfilment or disappointments of
some of Banana's dreams regarding independent socialist Zimbabwe which he
associates with utopia. An attempt 1s made to investigate and determine

whether socialism has lived up to its ideals.
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