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ABSTRACT

This study was an attempt to investigate the perception of the relevance of selected assessment
tools at Nairobi evangelical Graduate School of Theology by Masters’ students. It was a descriptive
study, which was done using the opinion of students as the basis of the investigation. The major focus of
this research study was to investigate the students’ perception of the relevance assessment tools used at
NEGST, some factors responsible for students’ perception, and what students considered to be the most
relevant tool that lecturers should utilize to assess students’ work.

The data collection involved the use of both closed-ended and open-ended questionnaire. The
Likert Scale of Summated Ratings also formed part of the instrument, which was used to validate some
of the responses from the other questionnaire items. The instrument was distributed personally to 71
students. The research also sought to discover factors responsible for students’ perception of relevance
of assessment tools, therefore, the Chi-Square Test of Independence was the statistical instrument used
to determine relationships.

The findings of this study revealed that research papers, examinations, and tests were the most
commonly used assessment tools at NEGST; research papers and examinations having almost the same
degree of frequency. Furthermore, it was discovered that generally, majority of students perceived
research papers and tests as highly relevant tools of assessment, while examinations were said to be
relevant to a small extent. The findings further revealed that students attest to the high relevance of
research papers as an assessment tool, and wished that the tool could be used most frequently. The most
important aspect of this study is that students value assessment so much so that the issue of relevance of
the assessment tools is of interest to them. What came out clearly from the study was that it is not just
any kind of assessment tool that may prove relevant to all course contents. Furthermore, it is not the
frequency with which an assessment tool is used that matters, but the issue is relevance. Based on the
findings of this research study, the researcher hopes that the NEGST faculty members would be mindful
to employ assessment tools that would prove most relevant for the courses they teach.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and leaming process. Nearly every student has to
undergo a kind of assessment in his or her school life. Teachers have come up with various assessment tools
in order to establish the progress of learners. Teachers do this to check the attainment of educational goals
that they put in place. Some forms of assessment that teachers use include tests, quizzes, examinations,
papers, and projects.

Assessment of students’ work is done across the board, that is, at primary, secondary, under-
graduate as well as post-graduate levels. The assessment results reflect the strengths and weaknesses of the
students. The results also help teachers to take note of areas that need improvement in their teaching
approaches. Mention has to be made that attainment of right feedback from the students depends on the
assessment tools used. Normally, assessment becomes valid only when the right assessment tools are used
to measure both the teaching and the learning outcomes.

Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology (NEGST) is an evangelical post-graduate
theological institution whose mission is to promote excellence in African Christianity. Its philosophy of
training for ministry states that “it is committed to high standards of academic excellence in terms of the
quality of teaching staff it attracts, the insistence on high standards of admission of students, quality
instruction and on-going research” (NEGST Curriculum 2004, 3 —4). One of the ways the achievement of
academic excellence could be checked is through assessment of students’ progress in their studies. Sections
5.2.1.and 5.2.2. of NEGST curriculum presented to the Kenya Commission for Higher Education (KCHE)

on Student Assessment Policy states:

Students are assessed in their academic work from two perspectives, depending on the type of
course. One perspective applies to most of the courses and comprehensive exams in which the 4.0
grade system is employed. The other applies to a limited number of courses in which a pass/fail
system is employed. Section 5.2.2. Course Assessment: [n all courses, continuous assessment is
employed, involving a combination of assignments, short tests, papers, class presentations, and so
forth, spread out throughout the term. In addition, an end of course examination is normally given
on a comprehensive basis. This examination is scheduled for at least two hours per paper. An



equivalent assessment task other than a written examination may be given in lieu of the final
examination in some cases. The cumulative weight of the continuous assessment scheme is
usually 40%. Conversely, the end of course assessment normally carries 60%. (NEGST
Curriculum 2004, 25 - 26)
The NEGST curriculum also provides the following guidelines for conducting
assessment, whether continuous or otherwise:
1. Required tasks must be based upon the objectives specified for the course.
2. Tests, examinations and other forms of assessment must seek to test levels of critical thinking, as
these target the higher order levels of the cognitive, affective and practical skills areas.
3. All forms of assessment should be based on clearly specified criteria made known to students
ahead of time in writing in the course syllabus.
4. All forms of assessment should be followed by quantitative and qualitative feedback to students so
that they can have personal sense of progress or otherwise (2004, 26).
Based on the requirements stipulated above, assessment of students’ academic work is one of the
ways of ensuring that excellence is attained at NEGST. The nature of the course always determines the type

of assessment method that a teacher employs. Objectives of the course also determine the nature of

assessment that a teacher utilizes.

Problem Statement

Assessment of students’ work is part of the teaching and leaming process, and in fact, it is one of
the teaching and leaming tools. [t has also been said that students will take their work seriously when they
know that assessment will follow (Doyle 1986, 190). Lecturers use various assessment tools to assess the
students’ work in both continuous and end of course assessments. Some of the methods include projects,
research papers, quizzes, short tests, examinations, oral presentations, student attendance, and participation
in class. NEGST, like any other educational institution, takes assessment seriously. The issue of
considerable discussion among students is the relevance of the assessment tools that NEGST utilizes to
assess students’ work. Therefore, the problem in this study was to find out how students perceived the

relevance of assessment tools used at NEGST.

Purpose of Study
The purpose of this survey study was to investigate student’s perception of the relevance of the
assessment tools used at NEGST. The study was undertaken to understand the views of the students with

regard to the relevance of assessment tools used at NEGST. The question that this study hoped to answer






