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ABSTRACT

The present study was intended to find out the factors inhibiting the
development of missionary vision in CECA-20, Democratic Republic of Congo. In
this descriptive research, the church leadership in CECA-20 was the target
population. A sample was drawn from Aru District and Bunia Section. Church
council members were interviewed in fifteen selected local churches. Twenty-five
denominational leaders were sent a questionnaire, of which only two did not return.

The findings revealed that the basic hindrance to missionary vision in CECA-
20 is the leadership style of the church. The centralization of the church leadership
stifles the zeal and initiatives of local congregations of believers. Pastors in local
churches seem to be carrying the work alone. The findings also reveal that there is
an absence of expository teaching of the word of God in local churches being
studied. Pastors lack information on unreached people and cross-cultural outreach,

Based on these findings, there is great need for decentralizing the church
leadership in CECA-20, by a return to the biblical leadership pattern. Church
members need to be made disciples in order for them “ to do the work of God and
build up the church”. Biblical teaching of the whole counsel of God must be
urgently provided to believers. The training programs for pastors must consider the
aforementioned factors. There is need also to research significant areas of the
church in CECA-20 to open the church to worldwide missions.

v



DEDICATION

To my parents Samuel Adia and Lois Kabile
who through their prayers have nurtured
my desire to further studies



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
I am greatly indebted to brothers and sisters who have impacted me while at NEGST
and made possible the writing of the present thesis. My special thanks go to the
following:

1. Dr. Alemayehu Mekonnen, the head of the Missions Department and my second
reader for his continuous encouragement and special care for my hearing
problem.

2. Dr. Henry Mutua, my thesis advisor for his advice, his love and careful checking
and diligent correction of the manuscript. He worked out of his normal schedule

to give this thesis its final form.

3. Dr. Larry Niemeyer, my external reader, for greatly shaping the present thesis

with his insightful reading.
4. Mrs. Starcher and Mrs. Mary Huttar for their valuable proofreading of the

manuscript without which this work would have been a literal translation from

French.
5. To the CECA-20 and its leader, the late Rev. Raphael Ang’apoza Etsea Kila
(1935 -2002), who did not live to see the coronation of his efforts because he

was murdered in Kampala on January 16" of this year.

6. My dear wife Elizabeth Paricia and our daughters Esther Inzizaru, Beatrice
Afako, Grace Yikisi, our sons Jonathan Munguleni and Benjamin Edre who have
participated in the process of the present research through their commitment and

their love.

Vi



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

My father Samuel Adia Edre and mother Lois Kabile, and Elizabeth’s father
Mahlon Vumba and mother Drabezu, who raised us and kept supporting us.

The Mission Among Unreached People in CECA-20 (MPNA), Rev. Lody1
Urbain, Mukanirwa Kyamukono, Steve and Debby Wolcott for encouraging
me to further my studies in missions.

HILFE FUR BRUDER and the AIM INTERNATIONAL through its Congo

Branch, who sponsored my studies at NEGST.

Paul and Kaye Kruschke (USA), who voluntarily supported our living
expenses and our children’s school fees.

My colleagues in the M.A. Missions, Bob Kikuyu, Yomi Oladeji, Faith
Ngunjiri, Joy Mindo and Beatrice Muriu who shared the ups and downs of
life with me.

The Congolese Community at NEGST for their support and prayer.

The Karen Community Church where I have learned to do missions.
Mr Rabama Karba and his family have contributed materially in our coming
to NEGST.

The Aru district of CECA-20 for shaping my vision for the ministry
experience. Rev. Nyadria and Mr. Onziga Adima worked tirelessly with me
to finalize the research as scheduled.

The local church at Ariwara, where 1 ministered for eight years, for having

greatly influenced my vision for the future ministry.

Vil



CONTENTS

ABSTRACT ..o R iv
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ... e vi
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS .....uiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieieneneieeeieeeeene Xi
LIST OF TABLES ... xii
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION soummss ss o5 s sumsnms 635 3 psssins 4 s s s 55 1
Statement of the Problem .......... ... 4
Purpose of the Study .......oooieiiiiiii 4
Research QUESTIONS . ..v.u ettt 4
Research Methodology .......ooviiiiiii <+
Significance 6f the SIUAY ... .. «sossmiisssssoammmenis s s s 5 ¥ smnsns s s 5 smes 5
Limitations and Delimitation ..............coooieviviiiiiineiniiniiieaen.. 5
Dl e -6f LORRIR saes ¢ 5 4 s smesins i ¢4 6 s aeusess o5 5 § SR £5 03 5 G0 § § BT § 3 6
CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ................. 7
PR TR IO i ¢ o s smamnisms o5 1 4 e 15 5 3 ssmmawn 3 5 £ ¥ 3 SRS Y113 Y PEEEE 1} 5 ATEHE 313 7
Substantive LItErature ...........oouiit i 8
Definition of a Local Church ... 8
Definition of EvangeliSi .....cccomen s mecmmenn s i s samnisssnes s 2 susnass 9
Definition of MISSION () +.vvovvinieeeiiaie et eeee e 10
Relationship between Evangelism and Mission ........................ 11

viii



Why Local Churches Fail to Do Missions .............ccocvevvviinneen...

Missions Education in Local Churches ........oooveeiiiiiniii .

The Challenges of Missions in Africa ...........ooovvviiiiiiiiniiiinnn,
Challenges of African MiSSIONATies .........ccovveviviriiiiennneannnn...

The Clreh of Chirigt i, Congn (BOCY co s« summmss 15 s summas 559 1 55558

Methodological Literature .............ccoeviiiiiniiiiii i,
Collection 0f Data ........vvviniiiiii e
CEOD TOIEEVIERIS & s summmmn 5 s 5 ¢ oamomns s 65 s Soms s 8 53 & Iomess ¢ 4 00 & £.5 SEHRRT03
Validity and Reliability of Questionnaires and Interviews .......
Data ProCessing ... .ooueiniiiiiiiie it

CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ........cccvuneun.
INtrodUCION ...oveie it
Population ........c.ooiiii
SAAPINGT o555 cmommns s s o5 555 owmmne o 55 55 wws 845 55 wsmmos s  § B § 5 5 95
The Research Approach ...
Pre-teSting ..ottt e
Entry Procedure ..........coooiiiiii i
Research InStruments ...........ocieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e
TniStrOrnSHE IDESITM: os ¢ ¢ 5 anmmmas a5 5 sosmme s ¥ 5 5 5 SHmisn § 4 5 § HORS &3 WResio 6 445
Administering the Instruments............... cooviiiiiiiiiiiii e

Data Collection and Analysis .......oovevvueiiiiiiieiiiii e,

X

20

21

22

24

22

23

24

26

26

26

27

27

28



CHAPTER FOUR: DATA ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS ...............
INtrodUCHION ...vvee e
Research QUestion 1 ...........oiiiiuiiiiiiii e,
Research QUEBSHION 2 . auscss s 5 smii s o s s mmmmmmmn o e« esssomscnss » ¢ s  sessemitis s o
Research Question 3 ..........ooiiiiiiiiiii i
Research Question 4 ..........o.oiiiniiiiiii i

CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
TREEOTUCHION <1 555550 w5008 5505 ¢ 5 » sommommins 0 2« = mmmcrmmonn o 3 s semimsma o ¢+ sswmns o o
Summary of FIndings .........ocoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieen,
Conclusions of Findings and Discussions .....................o.o.o....

Recommendations for the Church ...,

APPENDIX 1: QUESTIONNAIRE FOR DENOMINATIONAL

LEADERS ...
APPENDIX 2: GUIDELINE FOR INTERVIEWS TO CHURCH

COUNCILMEMBERS ... e

VITA

29

33

37

39

41

41



AIM

CECA-20

CECCA-16

DRC

BCC

MPNA

WGN

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

Africa Inland Mission

Communaute Evangelique au Centre de I’ Afrique
Communaute Evangelique du Christ au Coeur d’ Afrique
Democratic Republic of Congo

Eglise du Christ au Congo

Mission Parmi les Peuples Non-Atteints

Women of Good News

Xi



LIST OF TABLES AND CHARTS

Table

1.

9

Definition of a local church by church leaders in 15 local
churches and 23 denominational leaders .....................

Age distribution among 85 local church and
denominational leaders ...................oooooiiiiiiinin .

Level of education among 85 local church

and denominational leaders .........ooooveieiiiii

Year of the penetration of the gospel in 15 local churches ....
Response to missionary outreach from 15 local churches .....

Identification of unreached peoples
by 23 denominational leaders ...................................

Response of 15 local churches and 23 denominational leaders
to the question whether the church in CECA-20 can send

- and support cross-cultural missionaries today ..............

Suggestions for solutions to missionary participation
I CBCASZ0 cocsiiiimimnson s r s mosmmmnns o e mmsnimns o v 0 svmssss o s o 0 v

Xii

Page

30

32

34

34

39

37

40
57

58



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
Mission Frontiers interviewed a number of mission leaders in order to find out

from them where missions are and where they are heading. To the question “what are
the greatest challenges facing the global, evangelical missions today” the following
six answers were given. For Steve Richardson, it was the challenge of mobilizing a
new generation of Christians for world missions. Edwin Frizen deplored the apathy of
a great percentage of evangelicals, particularly in the West. Patrick Johnstone
mentioned the theological fluffiness concerning the eternity of Hell and eternal
lostness of the lost. Peter Wagner underlined the challenge to evangelize the 40/70
Window where the movement of God is virtually at a standstill. For Phill Butler, it
was the challenge of the effective transfer and utilization of resources from the first to
the Third World through new forms of partnership. All these challenges are true and
actual as far as missions are concerned. But more critical for the missionary enterprise
in African local churches was the response of Douglas McConnell, the International
Director of Pioneers. He answered:

The challenge of including the local church in the partnership and not loosing

[sic] a clear focus on leadership from the field. There is a critical need for

frontier missionary types to develop ecclesiology. We are church planters but in

some cases do not understand what a church is, either theologically and even to

a lesser extent in practice. (Winter 2000, 10)

While some church denominations in the Democratic Republic of Congo are

responding to the commission of Jesus Christ by sending and supporting native

issionaries in cross-cultural evangelism and church-planting, others do not seem to






