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ABSTRACT

The main strategy of nominalization in Kikuyu is morphological. The language uses
the noun class markers (prefixes) and various suffixes to achieve nominalization.
This paper has described eight of the processes. These descriptions are not
exhaustive of all the processes and more work could be done on nominalization in
Kikuyu.
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CHAPTER ONE
1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose and Scope of the Study

The study of nominal clauses and complements shows that nominalization is a
productive process used frequently in Kikuyu. I want to make a small contribution to
others who may want to understand more about the nominalization process. Since
Kikuyu uses nominalization frequently, it will help in making the translation of the
Bible in Kikuyu natural, clear, and accurate. This research paper will therefore be
limited to nominalization in Kikuyu and will be in two main sections. The first section
is chapter two. In this chapter 1 will discuss action and stative nominalization. Section
two is chapter three in which I will discuss participant nominalization. This will
include agent, patient and instrument nominalization. Then I will discuss manner
nominalization, locative and product nominalization. In chapter four I will discuss the

syntactic functions of nominalization.

1.2 Genetic Affiliation of the Kikuyu Language
Kikuyu is a Niger-Congo language. It is classified as Niger-Congo, Atlantic Congo,
Volta Congo, Benue-Congo, Bantoid, Southern, Broad Bantu, Narrow Bantu, Central,

Eastern, Kikuyu-Kamba E20 (Grimes 2000, 138).
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Fig. 1. Kikuyu Genetic Affiliation (Bendor-Samuel 1989, 412 and Grimes 2000, 138)



Kikuyu is spoken by a large population in Kenya, about 5 million. The language is
generally spoken in g
the Central Kenya highlands; which extend from Mt. Kenya in the North
towards what is now Nairobi in the South, from the Kikuyu escarpment and
the Aberdare mountains (Nyandarua) in the West towards Ukambani in the
East. (Fedders and Salvadori 1979, 117)
However, Kikuyus are found everywhere in Kenya, especially in urban areas, and
wherever they go, they speak their language. Since the Kikuyu are shrewd

businessmen, people often opt to learn the Kikuyu language to be able to trade with

them.

1.3  Dialects

The main Kikuyu dialects are spoken in the different districts of the central province
of Kenya. Grimes (2000, 138) lists the dialects as follows (the districts where they are
spoken are in parenthesis) Southern Gikuyu (Kiambu, Southern Muranga), Ndia
(Southern Kirinyaga), Gichugu (Northern Kirinyaga), Mathira (Karatina), and

Northern Gikuyu (Northern Muranga, Nyeri). The writer speaks the Mathira dialect.

1.4 Method of Data Collection
The writer is a native speaker of the Mathira dialect, and will therefore be the source
of most of the data. I will also use elicited data from other Kikuyu speakers. In

addition there is a lot of available written literature in Kikuyu.






