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ABSTRACT

Jitegemea appears in the logo of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa and it
is the official working philosophy of the General Assembly, the highest court of the
church. The study seeks to find out how the concept of Jitegemea and the historical
events that facilitated its adoption in the church.

This is a historical study that seeks to investigate the factors that led to the
development of Jitegemea in the Presbyterian Church of East Africa. The research
consults documents from the PCEA archives situated at St. Andrews Church in
Nairobi, the National Library in Edinburgh and open-ended interviews with the
people who were involved in the development of Jitegemea.

The study covers the period between 1950 and 1975, when missionaries of the
Church of Scotland were handing over leadership to the national leaders. A review of
the literature gives vital information for the church prior to 1950 and the background
information on the events that led to the events for the adoption of Jitegemea. It
provides lessons for the Church in Africa for the success and dangers in the
development of an indigenous Presbyterian church in Kenya.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Sir. William MacKinnon and other directors of the Imperial East Africa
Chartered Company invited a band of missionaries led by Rev. James Steward of
Lovedale. They arrived at British East Africa and began work at Kibwezi in 1891. In
1898 the mission station was transferred to Kikuyu. The Presbyterian Church of East
Africa (PCEA) can trace its inception in 1891 with the arrival of the Scotland
missionaries.

In 1926, the first Kikuyu ministers were ordained. The first African head of
the church was appointed in 1964 coincidentally on the same year that Kenya became
a republic. Political independence generated certain religious independence (Baur
1994, 447).

In 1968, the church celebrated 70 years since the first missionaries from the
Church of Scotland Mission (CSM) began work at Kikuyu. The next year the term
Jitegemea was coined and adopted as the church official slogan. Jitegemea is a
Kiswahili term meaning leaning on one-self, not depending on another. Selfhood as
dependence on oneself is a process of obtaining resources from within rather than
begging in order to develop. This term appears in the church logo best translated as
selfhood more specifically as self-reliance. It became the working philosophy of the
church.

This policy was hence propagated by the church secretary general Very Rev.
Dr. John Gatu and he was instrumental in coining the word Jitegemea. He emerged

with ecclesiastical consciousness with a call of Africans to arise and take charge.



Before the adoption of Jitegemea as the working philosophy of the church, there were
many changes that were taking place in the church that necessitated the need to
develop a working philosophy that the church would consider their own.

When the All Africa Conference of Churches met in Kampala they established
their main objective as “selfhood of the church in Africa” (Baur, 432). Dr. Gatu used
the same platform to propagate what the Presbyterian Church of East Africa had
initiated concerning selthood since 1950 and was working well for the church. The
PCEA had established its sense of selfhood and was encouraging the church in Africa
to adopt it too.

Problem Statement

This historical study brings to light the factors within and without the PCEA to
develop and depend on African initiatives and resources. There has been no
documentation of the concept of Jitegemea and the factors that led to its development.
It is the central issue in the PCEA, which is one of the first churches in Affrica that

began to send missionaries to the churches in the west.

Purpose of the Study
This study aims at finding out the events that transpired between 1950 and
1975 that led to the development of Jitegemea. It attempts to come out with factors
that led to the formation and formulation of selthood in the church and the
contribution of the Church of Scotland Mission (CSM) in collaboration with the

African clergy and laity in the PCEA.

Research Questions

1. Why did the PCEA adopt Jitegemea as the official working philosophy?



2. Who were the initiators of Jitegemea in the PCEA?
3. How did religious, political and social-economic activities and

environment influence the development of Jitegemea?

4. What was the contribution of the Church of Scotland missionaries?
5. What were the criteria used to come up with the term Jitegemea?

6. What was the contribution of the African clergy and laity?

7 What can the church in Africa learn from the concept of Jitegemea?

Significance of the Study
The study clarifies the term Jitegemea by analysing its development in light of
the word of God and based on the ‘three-selfs’ in missions. The study also gives an
analysis of the factors that led to the development of Jitegemea in light of the word of
God and missionary activity within the church by consolidating ideas from different
sources.
Finally, the study seeks to educate the clergy, laity in the church and the

academic community by adding to the world of knowledge.

Approach of the Study
The study is historical in nature and is descriptive, giving a
chronological overview of the factors that led to the development of Jitegemea in the
PCEA. Interviews, archives and libraries provided the information related to the time
frame of the study between 1950-1975. The literature review includes an overview of
the church before the period of study because of the nature of a historical study. It sets
the foundation for the church before 1950. The review includes an interview with Dr.

Gatu on 11" June 2001 that enabled the researcher to develop an outline. The



literature review includes historical information related to the selfhood of the church
as well as the religious, political and socio-economic conditions of Kenya prior to
1950 that relates to the issue of selfhood.

This historical research traces down the information that is much older than
the time frame of the research. The literature is drawn from different sources. The
findings give a chronological story of the development of the concept of Jitegemea in
the church with the decisions that were made that led to its development. The
summary, conclusions and recommendations give the aspect of Jitegemea with the

lessons of the church in Africa in response to the research questions.

Limitations and Delimitations
The area of study is located in an area of close proximity to Kikuyu, the first
mission station of the CSM missionaries. Many of the informants are found around
the central part of Kenya. The study focuses on the activities of the Presbyterian
Church of East Africa regardless of the other churches that have adopted the same
policies of selthood. The researcher consulted data between 1950 and 1975 for
analysis of the research questions. The study deals with the historicity of the

development of Jitegemea at this period of time.



CHAPTER 2
LITERATURE REVIEW
Two writers have written the history of the PCEA. Robert MacPherson writes
an account of the origins and development of the Presbyterian Church in Kenya. The
book does not mention the idea of Jitegemea but sets the background of the church on
its formation, which provided the researcher with background information on the
activities of the church prior to 1950. The historical data provided does not show a
comprehensive overview of the church activities up to 1970, the year the book was
published (MacPherson 1970, 140). David Lyon writes about the activities of the
Church of Scotland Mission in the world from 1947 to 1972, which includes the
activities of PCEA. He does not record the Jitegemea policy by the church (Lyon
1998, 280).

Substantive Literature Review
A Brief History of the PCEA

In 1889, William Mackinnon and Alexander Bruce who were leaders of the
British East Africa Company and members of the Church of Scotland conceived the
idea of setting up a private Christian mission in the heart of the territory of to be
called East Africa Scottish Mission toward religion, educational, medical and
industrial ends. They raised £ 10,000 to beg.in the mission. They set up at Dagoretti to
reach the Kikuyu and Maasai. They stopped at Kibwezi and moved North to Dagoretti

in February 1898. The present Thogoto site was acquired in 1899.






