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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to understand the perception of Church leaders
in Bunia on the church’s care to the children that were orphaned due to war. It
explored the church’s ministry to orphans as well as factors that hindered addressing
the issue of orphans.

Data was collected by using interview which was aimed to church leaders
whereby one leader was interviewed from each church in Bunia. The procedure used
to analyze the findings was based on grounded theory approach with focus on
qualitative method. The research findings, as a result, revealed that the church in
Bunia is inactive to take care of orphans because of poverty and lack of biblical
teaching about her responsibility to minister to orphans. Poverty and lack of biblical
teaching were found to be major hindrances to the need to take care of orphans.
Because the church does not address the issue, orphans lack education, shelter, health-
care, the word of God. They are subjected to live on their own, cast away from the
rest of the community, and most of them find their place in the streets where they are
exposed to poverty, premature sexual practices, sexual abuse, drug, theft, insecurity,
diseases, HIV/AIDS, premature death, persistent trauma, and dirty words.

Some recommendations were made to the church and leaders, and for further
studies. Recommendations for the church aim at encouraging and suggesting way
forward in taking care of orphans in Bunia, whereas further study recommendation
consists of suggestion of possible topics vis-a-vis orphans that need to be exploited
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look
after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by
the world.” (James 1:27, NIV)

Statistically, there is an alarming increase of orphans in the world today.
Africa is the most affected continent on the globe where the number of orphans is
drastically increasing due to war and HIV/AIDS. By the year 2010 it is estimated that

there will be more than 20,000,000 orphans living in Africa alone (Fleck 2003).

The Democratic Republic of the Congo is one of the countries which was
hardest hit by the ever-increasing number of orphans in Africa. This figure concerns
HIV/AIDS orphans and war orphans add to that. As far as this fact is concerned,
many children will be suffering, and most of them will be dying at a very young age
in Africa. In the North-Eastern part of the DRC, the province of Ituri (particularly
Bunia Town), there have been cases of children suffering and dying because they
have no care. Most of these children are victims of war and the ongoing ethnic
conflict that has separated them from their parents, while keeping them radically
remove from an educational path leading to proper integration into society. About
4,000,000 people have perished since 1998 in the DRC (Bell 2006) leaving behind
orphaned children without anybody to look after them. Sadly, the majority of the
victims originate from the eastern part of the country. War, along with all its

consequences, has killed people in DRC. People have continued losing their lives in






