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ABSTRACT

This was a literary research that sought to investigate William Carey’s concept
of mission and to draw out possible areas of application for the missionary enterprise
in contemporary Africa. The research was mainly conducted at the Tony Wilmot
Memorial Library at the Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology (NEGST)
and also at the libraries of the Nairobi International School of Theology and Daystar
University. Books and articles from various magazine and journal articles touching
mainly on William Carey and various aspects of his life and ministry were studied.

After a brief overview of his life, the study then focused on seven particular
aspects of his wide-ranging ministry. These were first of all, his theology of missions
and its grounding in the Bible. Second, his extensive work in Bible translation and
the place of Bible translation in Africa today. Third, his emphasis on the necessity of
Unity and partnership in mission. Fourth, his active cultivation of national churches
and indigenous leaders. Fifth, his integrated approach to mission. Sixth his conception
of the missionary society and its relation to the church. Finally his attitude towards
culture and the missionary’s handling of cultural issues. The relevant literature
touching on all these issues was critically examined particularly in so far as they may
apply to pertinent missiological issues that affect the continent of Africa today.

The study revealed that though his life and work may seem to be far removed
from Africa in terms of space and time, the church today can generally benefit by
following his example particularly in relation to the seven afore-mentioned aspects.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION ,

Undereducated, underfunded and underestimated, William Carey (1761-1884)
overcame overwhelming obstacles in India and inspired what the great historian
Kenneth Scott Latourette has deécribed as the “great century of Protestant
missions”(Galli 1992,1). The modern missionary movement which he fathered,
further led to an astonishing and u‘nprecedented expansion of the church. This man
who was sneered at as low-born and low-bred made all nations his beneficiaries
(McLean 1912, 64).

Just to give one statistic, in 1792, when Carey went to India, only 7 in every
1000 Protestants was an African or an Asian, but by 1992, this had risen to 580 in
every 1,000 (Johnstone 1998, 27). And as another renowned missions historian, Ruth
Tucker puts it: “More than any other individual in modern history, Carey showed
what could and should be done to bring the lost world to Christ” (Tucker 1983, 114).

Though the centre of gravity of Christianity is rapidly shifting to the
TwoThirds world including Africa, and though the number of African missionaries
and agencies is also multiplying, the missionary enterprise in Africa still faces grave
problems. As it was with the church during Carey’s day, so it is today in Africa that
most churches are still ignorant of and indifferent to the missionary task. “Most
Africans think missionary work to be the job of Europeans”™ (Johnstone 1993, 39).
With at least 1,094 people groups in Africa to be reached by the gospel of Jesus Christ
and with Africa remaining as the greatest challenge for Bible Translation, there is a
great need for better and more appropriate models of mission.

As church leaders and missiologists in Africa strive to formulate suitable
strategies and tactics for reaching the Affican continent for Christ, one man that many
believe cannot be ignored in this endeavour is none other than William Carey. Mark
Shaw for instance believes that “Carey’s concept of mission is one of the greatest
breakthroughs in church history” (Shaw 1997, 153). Making a strong case for

Carey’s contemporary relevance, Shaw argues that now as then, his principles if
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