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ABSTRACT

This paper begins with a historical description of Turko-Armenian conflict in
order to gain an accurate understanding about the cause and effects of this conflict, as
well as the historical overview attempts to present the complicated situation of this
conflict in the spheres of politics, economics and religion. Later it will look at the
psychological and spiritual part of the conflict. This section will mainly discuss the
problem of exclusion, embrace, forgiveness and reconciliation. It is my great hope
and prayer that this study will encourage Armenians to start loving Turks through
unconditional love of Christ, through which only reconciliation and forgiveness will
be possible.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The Topic

An analysis of the relationship between the annual commemorations of the
Armenian Genocide and its reflection of the current life and psychology of the

Armenian nation in the 21% century.

The Problem Statement

What is the relationship between the annual commemoration of the Armenian
Genocide which took place in 1915 and the ability to pursue forgiveness and

reconciliation by Armenian Christians?

The Thesis

The thesis to be addressed in this study is that the annual commemoration of
the Armenian genocide which took place in 1915 has a negative influence on the

psychology and life of Armenia as a nation.



Research Questions
What role did the Turks, the Armenians and other nations play in the
genocide?
How does the annual commemoration of the Armenian Genocide affect
Armenian identity?

What is the range of understanding of forgiveness in relation to this problem?

The Significance of the Topic

The Armenian Genocide (also known as the Armenian Holocaust or the
Armenian Massacre) took place from 1915 to 1917 in the Ottoman Empire during the
government of the Young Turks. This tragic event has traced huge wounds, sorrow
and bitterness in the heart and psychology of the Armenian nation. Generation after
generation this information has been passed on as a spirit of bitterness and mourning.
Today’s generation also feels and bears the pain, bitterness and sorrow of the loss.
The bitterness is not usually addressed towards those who organized the genocide or
massacre, but rather towards those political leaders who deny the genocide. By
writing this I mean not only the political leaders of Turkey, but also of the United
States and several other countries which were involved in this conflict. Therefore, we
can state that the bitterness of feeling is focused not so much on what happened at the
time of, but on the subsequent sense that injustice has been done by political leaders
who continue to deny the genocide completely.

It is also interesting that there are even some young Armenians who keep
asking questions like “Why we were killed?” without knowing towards whom they
are bitter. In this case the bitterness of today’s generation of Armenians is not

addressed to a particular person or people, since in general they do not know who



killed whom. From a psychological perspective this condition is very interesting; a
person is bitter towards no one or anyone, and the object of bitterness is not identified
or doesn’t exist at all, but the feeling is still there.

Moreover, as citizens of a nation that calls itself “Christian”, Armenians
should understand that if the denial of genocide by the Turks is not just, bitterness and
unforgiveness on the part of Armenians is also an injustice in the light of the
crucifixion of Jesus, and the forgiveness he offered through his death. Bitterness
harms not the Turks, but the Armenians. The spirit of bitterness does not allow the
Armenian nation to see God’s heart towards the Turks as a nation. Moreover this
bitterness does not allow God to reveal his will to Armenians, since bitterness and
love cannot exist at one and the same time.

In addition, this complicated condition prevents a further relationship between
Turkey and Armenia. Since Armenians share their border with Turkey, it is essential
to develop a good relationship between these two countries, particularly in politics.

In addition to all these considerations, my hope is that this research will help
me to understand the origins of genocide and all the complications related to this
historical event. Furthermore, since this topic cannot be investigated in isolation from
Turkey, it is my intention to make connections with Turks and thus get to know their
own understanding of this problem. Finally, this topic will challenge me to challenge
the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church to start thinking and praying as well as
acting in love, forgiveness and reconciliation in relation to Turks. This issue will also
“force” the Church towards revival, since 70 years of communism has pulled back the
Armenian Church from development.. Therefore, before forgiveness can take place,
first the concept of forgiveness and reconciliation should be clarified for Armenian

believers.



Furthermore, my research topic will help me to understand how and by whom
the spirit of unforgiveness is motivated and nurtured in the hearts of Armenians, and
will throw light on both the religious and the political facets of the problem.

Thus, the urgency of this topic is not related only to Armenians and to Turks,
but also to the rest of the world. If Armenians are able to forgive Turks in the very
same way Jesus forgave those who crucified him, it will become a testimony to the
entire Islamic world that Christians are truly the followers of the crucified Messiah. It
will demonstrate that crucifixion is not a sign of weakness, but rather a sign of
strength, which can enable Armenians to overcome their pain, and therefore be able to

love Turks.

Limitations

Personal Considerations

Due to a politically hard situation in relation to this topic, the interviewing
process may not be very safe. For instance in Istanbul, on January 19" Hrant Dink, a
prominent Turkish-Armenian editor, convicted in 2005 of insulting the Turkish
identity by writing about the Armenian Genocide, was shot dead outside his
newspaper’s office (BBC news).

Moreover, any efforts to make Armenians and Turks think anew or differently
over this issue is very risky. For instance, The Economist writes, “Unbowed by a
flawed judicial system and a crescendo of death threats, Mr. Dink paid with his life
for his efforts to make his fellow Turkish citizens, and his fellow ethnic Armenians,
think anew about the horrors that unfolded in the final years of the Ottoman era” (The

Economist 2007, 10). In addition this murder may cause problems in politics. The






