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ABSTRACT

The object of this paper is to introduce the nature of tense, aspect, and mode (TAM)
in Lugwere, a Bantu language spoken in Eastern Uganda. Basic emphasis is on the
morphosyntax relevant to the encoding of TAM notions and their basic meanings. As a
way of verifying the findings herein, the paper sources its illustrative material from four
discourse genres (texts), the examples of which are given verbatim as in the texts except
for the numbering. Where the feature under description is nonexistent in the texts, the
paper uses individual grammatical strings formulated with native-speaker intuition, and
given in a systematic numerical progression at times alongside the discourse examples.

I am also aware that it is one thing to describe the internal structure of the grammar
of a language and another thing to know when, and where in a discourse should one
use a given form, and not another. Thus, I also review the distribution and role of TAM
in discourse as a tool in establishing the motivation for the use of the TAM categories.

In conclusion, observations of immediate linguistic value are made and further
research proposed.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Problem statement
Lugwere is an unwritten language spoken by over 300,000 people, the Bagwere, found
in eastern Uganda. The Bagwere thus barely have any written literature in their language.
However, in the wake of the present efforts to promote local literacy and Bible translation
into Lugwere, a good understanding of the structural basis of the Lugwere grammar and
discourse structures would be essential. T. Givon stresses the importance of understanding
tense, aspect, and mode (TAM) by observing that,

Of all grammatical sub-systems, tense-aspect-modality is probably the most complex and
frustrating to the linguist. For one thing, it is an obligatory category without which simple
sentences cannot be produced, (Givon 1984, 269).

It is by this pertinent observation that I chose to do some investigative study tense,
aspect, and mode and how they operate in the Lugwere grammatical and discourse systems
with the hope that I make some useful contribution to the task of describing the language
and maybe that any other issues of broader linguistic interest may be discovered. |

In this study of the system of tense, aspect, and mode (TAM) in Lugwere. First, I
investigate TAM mainly with reference to the basic meanings implied by the TAM
inflections, auxiliaries, and particles. To ascertain the findings as factual in natural
discourse, and to establish how they function in the various discourse genres, I analyze

narrative, expository, hortatory, and procedural texts.






