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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to explore and understand the factors
influencing child abandonment in Nairobi. Data were collected through open-
ended interviews at Lang’ata Women’s Prison with thirteen women who were
jailed for child abandonment. Thereafter, data were analyzed and transcribed.

The findings revealed that desperation is the governing factor
explaining the phenomenon of child abandonment. Nevertheless, some
combination of three contributing factors drove these women into desperation,
resulting in child abandonment. These factors, namely: destitution, isolation
and injustice, taken singly may not have resulted in the same sense of
hopelessness, but combined they resulted in desperation.

I concluded that the new phenomenon of child abandonment is
spreading all over Kenya, especially in the urban areas. This conclusion paved
way for recommendations that appeal for programs that will foster unity and
teamwork in eradicating the phenomenon.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

A baby had just been born and was abandoned along a sidewalk in a Nairobi
suburb of Kayole. The police rushed the baby to Nairobi Children’s home, a
temporary government home for abandoned children. I was called, and the baby was
immediately committed to my orphanage, with all the relevant documents concerning
his brief history. When I took the baby in my arms I was shocked to find the pathetic
state the cute little boy was in. He wore nothing but a small tattered cloth. I dressed
him warmly and, after feeding him some milk, drove off with my little prince to the
orphanage. We named the boy after my husband, George Gichuki. We have bonded
so well that my family has decided to meet all his basic needs in terms of food,
tuition, medical expenses and clothing. George is one child whose arrival to the
orphanage has, indeed, enriched my life for I have experienced real joy and
fulfillment in the work that God has called me to do, in serving Him. Sometimes, I
look at the adorable child and just wonder, “Why did his mother just walk away from
her innocent child?” My study seeks an answer to this disturbing question.

Child abandonment, a new phenomenon in Kenyan society, is becoming
alarmingly rampant and disturbing, especially in the Nairobi area. It is affecting
society economically, politically, socially, spiritually and emotionally.

I am conducting this study from personal experience because I manage a home
for abandoned children and have witnessed the real problem of child abandonment

and its complexities. According to the records held by the Orphanage and the






