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ABSTRACT

This is a missiological study of the influence of Hindu beliefs and practices
upon the response to the gospel among the Hindus in Nairobi. It seeks to find out
hindrance to the gospel message and thus build appropriate bridges for effective
Christian witness to the Hindus in Nairobi. In order to achieve this, the researcher
undertook an extensive review of the related literature. Mainly the data was collected
through face to face interview to five pastors who are involved in Hindu evangelism,
seven Hindu converts and five Hindus who have heard the gospel and have not
responded to it. The interview questions were open ended.

The findings clearly revealed that clearly revealed that, the Hindu concept of
god, incarnation (Avatar), Karma (good deeds), Moksha (salvation), and Dharma
(law) can influence Christian witnessing both positively negatively among the Hindus
in Nairobi. Hindus and there is no need to defend the existence of God to a Hindu.
But Hindus worship many manifestations of that are God where as Christianity
restrictive to one and only one God. Hindus believe in ten incarnations of Vishnu to
destroy sinners but the incarnation of Jesus Christ in Christianity is to seek and save
the sinners once for all. Incarnation in Hinduism is inadequate. In Hinduism salvation
means liberation from the cycle of births, deaths and rebirths and can be achieved in
four ways. Christianity is rigid and offers one and only way to salvation and can be
achieved only through Jesus. The doctrine of Karma (good deeds) is found in both
Christianity and in Hinduism can attract Hindus to the gospel message.

The concept of sin and sacrifice to atone for sins can easily be major
theological block or bridge to Hindus. There are other Hindu concepts like devotion,
idol worship, trinity, and festivals like Diwali, Easter and Christmas can be effectively
used as bridges to communicate the gospel to Hindus in Nairobi. The caste system
practiced among Hindus in Nairobi, their food habits (vegetarianism), dowry system,
false assumption that Christianity is a foreign religion and foreign money is used for
conversion and it is also a threat to Hindu culture and sovereignty can be major
hindrance in advancement of gospel to Hindus. The success of the future evangelism
is to contextualize the gospel message to Hindus and communicate it in a way that is
relevant meaningful to their context.
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INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER ONE

Hinduism has been described as rich jungle which has grown and spread in
tropical profusion. It can lay no claim to any historical single founder, a specific
theological system, a single system of morality, or a central religious organization
(Shookhdeo 1977, 14). It consists of “thousands of different religious groups that
have evolved in India since 1500 BCE” and it has grown to become the world’s oldest
and third largest religion, after Christianity and Islam (Robinson 2003).

Hindus are found mainly in the nation of India, where over 90% of the Hindus
live. In addition there are large populations of Hindus in Nepal, Mauritius, Fiji,
Guyana, Suriname, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Trinidad and Tabago, and Bhutan.
Estimates for the population of Hindus are between 800 million and 825 million (Reid
1998). It is estimated around 140,000 live in Kenya and 70 000 in Parklands alone
(NPC-Parklands, 2004). Given below is the brief history of Asian settlement in

Kenya.

Brief Background of Hindus in Kenya

Africa was considered a continent, unexplored and unknown to many
outsiders. Zanzibar, an island close to East Africa, was ruled by an Arab Sultan. There
were a few Indian families, mostly from Cutchh, who had settled down 1000 years

ago (Mohamed 1990, 127).






