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ABSTRACT

This study was to find out parents’ perception on the relevance of the
children’s curriculum whether it was achieving the mission statement of Karen
Community Church. It was a survey study which was carried out at Karen in Nairobi,
Kenya.

The data was collected using a questionnaire which composed of open-ended
and closed-ended questions. The questionnaire measured the opinion by using the
Likert Scale with summated ratings to determine the parents’ opinions. The sample of
20 parents was drawn from Karen Community Church.

The study was to find out the curriculum’s relevance to realization of the
mission statement. This came because it had been found that there is high drop out
rate in the youth ministry when in children’s ministry numbers are good. This high
drop out rate looks contradictory to the mission statement of the church which is to
build a community, so why is it that there is drop out? Therefore, the parents were to
give the opinions if the curriculum was really offering what the mission statement of
the church is stating. The mission statement aims at building a community of people
who are knitted together and rooted in Christ. The question was: why was it that in the
upper classes of children’s ministry and the youth ministry numbers were lowering? It
was appropriate to look at what the curriculum was delivering. The results of the
study showed that some parts of the curriculum, goals, objectives and methods were
perceived as relevant but the content was not. This is an area whereby the curriculum
has to be revisited and retailored.

From the study it was recommended that: 1). K.C.C. should put a time interval when
the curriculum for children’s ministry has to be evaluated to see its relevance and
adjust where necessary. 2). Since the program activities split the opinion of parents, it
is recommended to revisit them to make them more relevant to K.C.C. mission
statement. 3). Since the content was perceived inadequate, it is recommended that
K.C.C. education desk should develop a curriculum with relevant content in line with
clear goals. 4). Since the methods were perceived relevant, it is recommended that
they should be maintained for teaching.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

In the early years of the twenty-first century, Christianity in Africa is stated to
be growing rapidly as compared to other continents. This is epitomized by the growth
of the churches planted by the early missionaries and the mushrooming of rapidly
growing indigenous churches. A lot of ministries are operating and booming in
Africa. All these ministries are there to meet the needs of Africans. Among the many
fast growing churches in Africa, in particular Nairobi, Kenya, a church was planted on
140 September 1996 (KCC 2006, 2). It is called Karen Community Church (KCC),
which is named after the location in which it has its infrastructures.

As with any other organization that is established for a purpose, KCC
developed this mission statement:

To build a community of Christ’s disciples in the Langata-Ngong

neighborhood through the Holy Spirit, who are godly, rooted in the Holy

Scriptures, care for each other, and influence their world through prayer,

love and missions. (KCC brochure 2006, 1)

This church is more than a decade old and is providing a number of forums for

ministry operations. Children’s ministry is one of them, which is as old as the

inception of the church itself.

Problem Statement

KCC has curriculum for its children’s ministry but the church has never taken

any initiative to measure the effectiveness of the ministry in relation to its



achievement of the mission statement of the church. The church faces growth
problems because for some time it has appealed to its members to invite more people
to attend the church and partake in the church’s ministries including children’s
ministry. This appeal has been emphatically put across to its members through
announcements in the main service of worship on Sundays. In the upper classes of
the children’s ministry which are Standards 6 to 8, there are few members who attend.
In the lower classes, there are more attendees. The higher the class, the fewer the
members there are. Since the numbers are lower despite the existence of the
children’s ministry with its curriculum, the question is: does the children’s ministry
curriculum contribute to the realization of the mission statement of the church? When
you examine the mission statement of the church, you find that it encourages the
church to build through fellowship and also reach out to other people through
missions within and without. The issue is to find out if the church’s organs are really
running programs that contribute to actualization of the mission statement. In this
case, the children ministry’s curriculum is to be evaluated.

Therefore the interrogative problem statement is: What are the perceptions of
the parents on the relevance of the program for children’s ministry in achieving the

purpose intended in the mission statement?

Purpose of the Study

The purpose for doing this research was to evaluate the curriculum of the
children’s ministry. The purpose was to find out the perceptions of the parents on the
relevance of the goals and objectives, content activities and teaching methods adopted
for children’s ministry in light of the extent they address the mission statement of

KCC. Many ministries had been operating and others were being instituted at KCC






